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PROMOTING TRUE PRINCIPLES OF JUDAISM ACCORDING TO ITS 
PURITY AND SPIRIT. 


Founded in Charleston, South-Carolina, 


16th of January, 1825. 





CHARLESTON 
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DISTRICT OF SOUTH-CAROLINA: 
BE it rem a, that on the fifteenth day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred 
{Seal} and twenty 4 in the forty-ninth year o ndepencence of the United States of Amer 
Aaron Phillips, President of the “Reformed Society of Israelites,” &e. in this office the 
title of a Book, the right whereof he claims for said Society, as Proprietors and Authors, in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit 


“Constitution of the Reformed Society of Taraelites for promoting true Principles of Judaism, according 
to its purity and spirit. Founded 18th January, 1825.” 


In conformity with the Act of Congress of the United States, entitled, “An Act for the encouragement of 
learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copie 
during the times therein mentioned.” And also an Act, entitled, “An Act supplementary to an Act, enti- 
tled, ‘An Act for the encouragement of learning by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,’ and extending the benefits 
thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching, historical and other prints.” 


JAMES JERVEY, District Clerk 
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THE 


CONSTITUTIO 


Reformed Society of Xsvaclites. 


Wuenreas,a correct understanding of Divine Worship is not only essential 
to our own happiness, and a duty we owe to the Almighty Disposer of events, 
but is well calculated, at the same time, to enlarge the mind and improve 
the heart: And whereas, also, with a view to this desirable end, a respecta- 
ble Convention of Israelites met on the 21st day of November, 1824, in the 
City of Charleston, State of South-Carolina, for the purpose of petitioning 
the Vestry of the Hebrew Synagogue for such alterations and improvements 
in the present mode of Worship as would tend to perpetuate pure Judaism, 
and enlighten the rising generation on the subject of their Holy Religion ; 
and whereas, also, said petition, upon being submitted to the Vestry, was 
rejected? by them as unconstitutional, inasmuch as the constitutionality of 
said petition depended upon the signatures of a certain number of subscribing 
members of the Congregation, which number it was impracticable to obtain, 
without including a large portion of the very body before whom it was to be 
laid; and whereas, also, no plan could be adopted to effect the purposes, con- 
tained in said petition, unless the Convention by whom it had been presented, 
became organized; it was therefore resolved, on the 16th day of January, 
1825, that a Society should be formed for the purposes hereinafter men- 
tioned : 


ARTICLE 1} 


This Society shall be known and distinguished throughout the world, by 


the name and title of “Tue Rerormep Socrery or Isxagurres for promot- 


ing true principles of Judaism according to its purity and spiri 


* See Appendix A { See Appendix B 





CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE זז‎ 
Deeming it a truth well established from history, that the great cause of 
many of the calamities with which mankind have been so often visited, re- 
sulted from a blind observance of the ceremonial law, to the neglect of the 
essential spirit of revealed religion contained in the Law and Prophets, it is 
therefore a fandamental principle of this Institution, to cultivate and promote 
true piety as the first great object of our#Holy Religion. 


ARTICLE זוז‎ 

As soon as this Society finds itself able, it will educate a youth or 
of the Jewish persuasion, classically in the English, Latin, and Hebrew lan- 
guages, so as to render him or them fully competent to perform Divine Ser- 
vice, not only with ability, learning, and dignity, but also according to the 
true spirit of Judaism, for which this Institution was formed: and in the 
meanwhile, this Society will adopt and Support, as soon as practicable, any 
person so qualified for the sacred office. 


ARTICLE IV. 
It shall be the primary object of this Institution to devise we and means, 
from time to time, of revising and altering such parts of our prevailing sys- 
tem of Worship, as are inconsistent with the present enlightened state of 
society, and not in accordance with the Five Books of Moses and the Pro- 


phets. 


ARTICLE V 
To carry into effect this desirable object, all the capital fund of the Institu- 
tion, as well as the interest accruing thereon, shall be appropriated to the 
prposes for which it was formed, and at such time and in such manner as 
may be determined on by three fourths of the members present. 


ARTICLE VI 
There shall be annually elected from among the resident members a com- 
mittee of five, entitled a Committee of Correspondence, for the purpose of 
conilerring and corresponding at all times, when it shall be deemed necessary 


by said Committee, or a majority thereof, with the several congregations, or 


respectable individuals, or sections of Jews throughout the United States, 
Europe, or elsewhere, as to any assistance or co-operation, which they may 
be disposed to afford this Society in its future operations, 


ARTICLE Vil. 
Upon the death of any member of this Society whose situation shall require 
its assistance, it shall be the duty of the President for the time being, imme- 
diately to conyene this body for the sole purpose of devising ways and means 
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CONSTITUTION, 


for the interment of said deceased member; and at whose funeral a Committee 
of five, to be nominated by the Chair at the meeting aforesaid, shall attend, 
for the purpose of preserving decency, and of affording to the deceased every 


testimony of attention and respect. 


ARTICLE VIIL. 

Any Hebrew having attained his seventeenth year, and desirous of be- 
coming a member of this Society, shall make application by letter addressed 
to the President and Members, which at the first regular meeting after, shall 
be read and laid over for consideration. The letter shall again be read at the 
next regular meeting, when a Committee of three shall be appointed to con- 
duct the election, and the Society proceed to vote by ballot. On report of 
the Committee, accompanied by the actual state of the poll, should there not 
appear three fourths of the votes in his favour, the applicant stands rejected ; 
otherwise he shall be considered a member, on paying the sum of five dollars, 
and signing the constitution. 


ARTICLE IX 


There shall be regular monthly meetings of this Society throughout the 


year, to wit: on the first Thursday evening in each month, from the first of 


March to the first of September, at seven o’clock; and from that period to 
March, at six o’clock. Ateach of these meetings, every member as he takes 
his seat, shall pay fifty cents. 


ARTICLE } 

A temperate and decorous behaviour being necessary to ensure harmony at 
the meetings of all associations—should any member of this Society so far 
forget himself as to make use of profane, insulting, or indecent language, he 
shall, for the first offence, be admonished by the Chair, and for the second, be 
fined in the sum of two dollars. But should such a course of disorderly and 
outrageous conduct be persisted in, he may be expelled the Society by a vote 
of three fourths of the members present. 


ARTICLE XL. 
No member of this Society shall be allowed to take his seat, at either regu- 
lar or extra meetings, until he shall have paid up his arrears. 


ARTICLE XIL 
Any resident member who shall fail to discharge his arrears at the anni- 
versary, shall be immediately notified by the Secretary of his delinquency ; 
and should he not come forward and settle the same at or previous to the en- 
suing anniversary, he shall no longer be considered a member. 












CONSTITUTION 





ARTICLE 6 
Every member of this Society shall, if present, be obliged to vote on all 





.זווא 5 


occasions, or pay a fine of one dollar. 


ARTICLE XIV 





The President shall preside at all meetings, and in case of absence, shall 
be fined two dollars. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President 








shall preside; in case of his non-appearance, he shall also be liable to a fine 


of two dollars. Should both these officers be absent, the chair shall be taken 


























by any member nominated by a majority of the members present. 


ARTICLE XV. 
The offic 
/ Secretary to call the roll, and 6 





+ presiding for the time being, shall, at the stated hour, direct the 





ery member not then present, shall be fined 


t. Fork 


the room without permission, one dollar; abruptly, or in a turbulent manner, 





a half cents, to be paid before he can take his 





twelve and ing 





two dollars; for obtaining permission to depart on promise of returning, and 








| not complying, one dollar. At the close of every meeting, the roll shall 
again be called, and every member then absent shall be fined twelve and a 


half cents, to be paid as above. 


ARTICLE XVI. 





The presiding officer shall have power to remit any fines sanctioned by this 
| constitution, or imposed by laws made in virtue thereof, provided a sufficient 


cuse be offered. 





ARTICLE XVI. 





| The President shall have power to convene the body whenever he may 
| deem it expedient for the good of the institution. He shall cause the laws 
| and resolutions to be carried into effect ; he shall with particular care attend 





to the constitutionality of motions proposed, and if a doubt arise in his mind, 
| he may dismiss the same, unless a majority shall decide otherwise ; he shall 
be the sole judge of priority in debate, and of propriety generally ; he may 
insist that all motions be written, and shall prevent any member from speak- 








ing more than twice on the same subject, unless his permission be first ob- 


tained; he shall have the right of inspecting the books and accounts of the 
All orders on the 


Secretary and Tr whenever he m 





sure think prop 









to the resolutions of the body, 





: : 2 ו 
Treasurer for payment of mone:‏ | 





shall be drawn by the President, and countersigned by the Vice-President, or 


y to be 





next presiding officer. He shall not suffer the business of the Soci 
delayed ; neither shall he, directly nor indirectly, prevent the members when 


in order, from offering their opinions freely on all subjects under considera- 
tion. He shall not permit any interruptions, nor shull he offer an opinion on 
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CONSTITUTION. 7 
any question under discussion, until the same has gone through debate. He 
shall consider all letters for admission, elections for members, and other writ- 
ten communications to the Society, the last business in order, unless any par- 
. Appeals 
y at all times be made to the body, and a majority thereof 


ticular circumstance should render a different course necessar 





from his decision m 








shall determine. All fines incurred by him, or by the Vice-President acting 
for him, may be remitted by a majority of the body, if sufficient excuse be 


offered. 


ARTICLE XVIII. 
Any member being elected President, and refusing to serve, shall pay @ 
fine of five dollars; for resigning his office after taking his seat, ten dollars. 
A Vice-President for refusing to serve, five dollars; resigning as above, ten 


dollars. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to issue summonses to convene the 
members at such times as this constitution prescribes, and on such other occa~ 
sions as the President or Chairman of the respective Committess may direct. 
He shall, at such meetings as he may be required to attend, record the trans- 
actions of the Society, and engross the same in the fair Minute Book; he 
shall keep an exact account of all absentees, and of the fines thus accruing, 
and report them at the succeeding meeting. 


ARTICLE XX. 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep the Books of the Society ap~ 
pertaining to his office, in a fair, legible hand, have them regularly brought up 
every quarter, and exhibit to the Society an account current of the last quar- 
ter’s financial transactions, together with a statement of the funds. He shall 
collect all admission moneys, contributions, donations, fines and forfeitures, 





arising to this institution, and account for the same atevery quarterly meeting. 
All sums over fifty dolla 
in the name of the Socie 





he shall deposit in one of the Banks of the city, 





y, to be drawn only by his check, signed as Trea- 
surer thereof, and countersigned by the President. The Books of the Society 





shall be balanced by him immediately after each and every anniversary, that 
they may be handed over, with the vouchers, in a proper state to his successor 


in office, previous to the next monthly meeting. 


ARTICLE .זאא‎ 

In case of the absence of the Secretary or Treasurer from the meetings of 
the Society, each of these officers shall be liable to a fine of one dollar, and 
their duties may be performed during their absence by any members nomi- 
nated by the Chair. 













CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE זואא‎ 

The Anniversary of this Society shall be celebrated by the members dining 

together on the twenty-first day of November in every year; on which day, 

/ at two o’clock, P. M. they shall a 
/ 
| 











semble at a place previously determined on, 
when an election shall take place for a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Corresponding Committee, and all such other officers as may be 


/ previously 





ated by this Society; all of whose term of service shall com- 





mence from and immediately after such election, and continue for one year, 
and until a new election. No other business shall be taken up on the anni- 
versary day, but such as appertains to the election of officers, and an Orator 
for the succeeding anniversa 
















ARTICLE XXII 





Ata meeting at least one month preceding the anniversary, three members 
shall be drawn from among such as intend dining together, to act as Stewards, 
y it shall be to engage and make arrangements for the dinner, the 
price of which sh 


whose du 








ll be determined by the members so intending to dine to- 
gether, and be defrayed by them individually. Any member so drawn and 
refusing to serve, shall pay a fine of five dollars; but his turn shall not again 
recur, until all the other resident members under forty-five years of age shall 
have served or paid their fines. 


ARTICLE XXIV, 






















1 Fines for not attending the anniversary meeting of this Society shall be— 
/ for the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, five dollars each ; 


and for members, three dollars each. 





| | ARTICLE .צאא‎ 
1 In all elections by this Society, the person having the majority of votes 
f shall be considered elected, excepting as may otherwise be provided for. All 
| vacancies occasioned by death, resignation, removal of residence, or other- 
wise, shall be filled at the second regular meeting of the Society thereafter. 
1) All resignations must be communicated by letter, addressed to the President 
| | and members, and shall be read at the next meeting of the Society. 


ARI 





CLE XXVL. 
The first named on any Committee shall be considered the Chairman 
thereof, whose duty it shall be to summon the members on the business for 





which they were appointed, and report absentees. All special Committees 
(not otherwise provided for) shall be appointed by the presiding officer, unless 
he desire to waive the right, when it shall devolve upon the body. In either | 


case, the fine for non-acceptance will be one dollar; resigning after accept- 
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CONSTITUTION. 


ance, two dollars; neglecting to attend when summoned, one dollar; and the 
Chairman for neglecting to summon, shall be fined two dollars, 


XXVU 





ARTICL 
Any five members requiring an addition, alteration, amendment, or repeal 
of this Constitution, shall state the same in writing, specifying 
the articles or clauses to be altered, amended or re- 





of any Article 
the proposed addition, 
pealed ; which shall be sealed up and directed to the President, who at the 


first regular meeting shall cause the same to be read for the consideration of 
the members. It shall be again read at the next regular meeting, when the 
Society may enter into a discussion of its mer’ It shall be finally discussed 
and put to vote at the third regular meeting, when three fourths of the mem- 





bers present (transient members included) being in the affirmative, it shall be 
adopted; otherwise it stands rejected: Provided, at such decision, at least 
three fourths of the members within the city be present. When a proposi- 
tion to alter the constitution is to be discussed, the Secretary shall specially 
notify the members of the articles or clauses to be considered; and all those 
al summons to attend at the second and third reading of 





who neglect the spe: 
the proposition, shall be fined two dollars each time, exclusive of ordinary 





fines. 


ARTICLE אא‎ 





aws for the further 





A majority of the members present may enact B 
regulation of the Society : Provided, that no Resolution or By-law so enacted, 
aw or Resolution shall be repealed, 





be contrary to this Constitution. No By 
altered or amended, but by a majority of the members present, after one 
month’s notice to be given by motion in writing at the meeting preceding. 


ARTICLE XXIX. 

As long as this Society shall consist of more than fifteen resident members, 
ten shall constitute a quorum; should it be reduced to that number, and not 
below eleven, then eight shall be required for that purpose; should it continue 
to decrease to ten, and not below eight, then six shall constitute a quorum, 
and be fully empowered to transact all the business of the Society. 


ARTICLE XXX 

For the ultimate destination of all the funds of this Institution, in the event 
of the number of its members being reduced below six, so as to render them 
incapable any longer to transact business, according to the provisions of this 
Constitution, it shall be the solemn duty of such of its members as are alive 
at the time, to take measures to cause the funds and other property of this 
Society, to be applied for the purchase of a Burial Ground, for the burial of 
Jews generally, who may not be entitled to burial in the Beth Haim of Kaal 
Kadosh Beth Elohim; which Burial Ground shall not exceed 150 feet in 















































10. CONSTITUTION. 


length, by 150 feet in breadth, and the same to be walled in neatly and sub- 

stantially with brick; and the Trustees of the Jewish Burial Ground at 

Hampstead, (viz. thé general Burial Ground for Jews, originally pure! 

by Solomon Harby, Henry Moses, Samuel Hyams, and others,) for the time 
, are hereby authorized to use process of law, to enforce the application 

of said funds and property to the carrying into effect said purpose. 

And, finally, should there be any funds and property of this Society re- 
maining after said appropriation, then the said residue shall be transferred to 
the Society of > Abi Yetomim Ubne Ebyonim, or Society for the relief of Or- 
phans and Children of Indigent Parents.” But should said remaining mem- 
bers refuse to comply with their duty as contained in this Rule, or delay for 
any time exceeding one month, to carry into effect said duty, it shall be in the 
power of the President of the Society of Abi Yetomim Ubne Ebyonim, for 
the time being, and he is hereby authorized for said purpose, to sue and 
recover from said remaining members, said residue of funds and other pro- 


perty of this Society. 


ARTICLE XXXI 


Any Israelite whatsoever, who makes a donation or leaves a legacy of not 
Jess than fifty dollars for the benefit of this ety, shall receive every mark 
of respect, have the right of burial, and be entitled to every religious attention 


to which members are entitled. 
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‘THE thirty-one articles of the foregoing Constitution, having 
ad entire, and unan 





considered, argued, and sey 


imously adopted on the 15th day of 


eral 





Independence. 
AARON PHILLIPS 
SAMUEL HYAMS. 
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DAVID .א‎ CARVALHO 
DAVID C. LEVY 
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ISAAC MORDECAI. 
LEVY M. HARBY 
HENRY L HARBY 











THOMAS W. MORDECAI 


EMANUEL L 
JACOB HER’ 
SSDAILE P. COHEN 
ABRAHAM MOIS: 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 
JACOB A. COHEN 














arately passed, were again re: 


25, in the year of the Creation 5555, and in the 





February, in the year of the Christian 


BARNARD LEVY 
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HENRY M. HYAMS. 
GEORGE LYON. 
SOLOMON LEVY, sev 
LYON LEVY, jun. 
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LEVY 1. ABRAHAMS 
HENRY GOLDSMITH 
JACOB MOSES 
JOSEPH H. GOLDSMITH 
MOSES SIMON 
ISAAC MOISE. 
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MYER JACOBS 
ISAAC SORIA. 
SAMUEL SAMPSON 
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To the President and Members of the Adjunta of Kaal Kadosh Beth Elo- 
him of Charleston, South-Carolina, 






ודא 
THE memorial of the undersigned, showeth unto your honourable body, that‏ 

they have witnessed with deep regret, the apathy and neglect which have been mani- 
of the true faith, and always proud to 
" they have been 


fested towards our holy religion. As inheritor 








be considered by the world as a portion of “ God's chosen people, 
adual decay of that system of worship, which, for ages past, 





pained to per 6 the ₪ 
| peculiarly distinguished us from among the nations of the earth. Not unmindful, 
i however, of the various causes which regulate human conduct; and at the same time, 
unwilling to shield themselves from any censure to which their actions may justly 
entitle them, they have ingenuously investigated the reasons which may have led them 
from the Synagogue, and are now seriously impressed with the belief, that certain 
© apparent in the present system of worship, are the sole causes of 





defects which a 
the evils complained of, € 

In pointing out these defects, however, your memorialists seek no other end, than 
\ the future welfare and respectability of the nation.f As members of the great family 
| of Isracl, they cannot consent to place before their children examples which are only 
ing generation the more 








Jeulated to darken the mind, and withhold from the ri 





rational means of worshipping the true God 
/ | It isto this, therefore, your memorialists would, in the first place, invite the serious 
attention of your honourable body. By causing the Hasan, or reader, to repeat in 

4 English such part of the Hebrew prayers as may be deemed necessary, it is confi- 
| dently believed that the congregation generally would be more forcibly impressed 
with the necessity of Divine Worship, and the moral obligations which they owe to 
would lead to more decency and 














/ themselves and their Creator; while such a cours 
i י‎ decorum during the time they are engaged in the performance of religious duties. It 
ו‎ 


is not every one who has the means, and many have not the time, to acquire a know- 
of the Hebrew language, and consequently to become enlightened in the prin- 


of Judaism fwhat then is the course pursued in all religious societies for the 








purpose of disseminating the peculiar tenets of their faith among the poor and unin- 
formed? The principles of their religion are expounded to them from the pulpit in 
language that they understand; for instance, in the Catholic, the German and the 
French Protestant Churches: by 
places of worship with some profit to their morals, and even improvement to their 
minds; they return from them with hearts turned to piety, and with feelings elevated 
by their sacred characterf In this consists the beauty of religion,—when men are 





this means the ignorant part of mankind attend their { 








ed by its divine spirit, to the practice of virtue and morality. 5 





inve 
‘These results, it is respectfully submitted, would be sufficient of themselves to indus 





the alterations requested. But your memorialists cannot fail to impress upon the 
+ advantages this practice would produce 





minds of your honourable body, the singul 
upon the habits and attention of the younger branches of the congregation; besides 
nthe solemnity of the service should impose, 








the necessity of good behaviour, whi 
they would become “gradually better acquainted with the nature of our creed, the 
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APPENDIX 13 


principal features which distinguish the Jew from every other religious denomination, 


ason, 8% our various forms and ceremonies, Believing, at 





and the meaning, and ther 
that the above views of what is indispensable to the preservation of 


probation of every reflecting and liberal mind—they 





the 


our faith, will meet with the 
ated by no other motive, than to see our Synagogue in a 
cipline; to see it 


ame time, 








repeat, that they are act 
better, ה‎ more wholesome, and a more respectable state of di 
א‎ and Gentile, which its great character deserves, and should 








elicit that regard from J 





itutions, but to accom- 





always command; and finally, Wot to destroy long standing in 





modate them to the progress of time, and change of situation and circumstance 


With regard to such parts of the service as it is desired should unde 





o this change, 





lists would strenuously recommend that the most solemn portions be 
superfluous excluded; and that the principal parts, and if 
14 also be read in English, (that be 





your memoris 





retained, and every t 
possible all that is r 
of the country,) so as to enable every member of the congregation fully to 


ad in Hebrew, sh the 





language 
understand each part of the service, In submitting this article of our memorial to 
the consideration of your honourable body, your memorialists are well aware of the 
pled to accomplish 





difficulties with which they must contend, before they will be e 
irable end; but while they would respectfully invite the attention of your hon- 





this « 
ourable body to this part of their memorial, they desire to rest the propriety and 


ure, solely upon the reason by which it may be maintained, 





expediency of such am 


Your memorialists would further submit to your honourable body whether, in the 


history of the civilized world, there can be found a sin 





le para 





lel of a people, 
addressing the Creator in a language not understood by that people? It is indeed sur- 
4 altempted, although it 





n be: 





‘ofore no innovation has 





prising, that he 
admitted your honourable body may boast of many very enlightened, liberal and intel- 
ligent members 

Your memorialists would next call the particular attention of your honourable body, 
to the absolute necessity of abridging the service generally. They have reflected 
seriously upon its present length, and are confident that this is one of the principal 
causes why so much of it ix hastily and improperly harried over. This must be evident 
notwithstanding the evil complained of, 





to every reflecting mind, when it is seen, t 
the service of the Sabbath, for instance, continues until twelve o'clock, although usu- 
ally commencing at nine. It is therefore manifest, that, according to the prayer of 


mnity, and 








your memorialists, should the service be in future conducted with due 0 








in a slow, distinct, and impressive tone, its length would certainly occupy the attention 
of the congregation, until two o'clock, if not later. 

tention of your honourable body; and upon 
ney 
sness and impropriety of this custom. In 





The Offerings will next command the 





this part of our memorial, we would respectfully crave the favour of a patient h 


set forth the entire usele 





while we clearly 


our memorialists earnestly protest against the unwise and absurd 
ay be intended 





the first place, 





ing in the Spanish language, any offerings which « 





practice of rend 
to benefit the Synagogue, or which may be otherwise identified with our holy religion. 





Besides the free scope which the practice of offering in a language understood by few, 
affords to mischievous and designing men ‘to pollute the holy altars by gratifying 
their evil intentions—we certainly think it highly inconsistent to select for this very 


purpose, the language of a people from whom we have suffered, and continue to suffer, 





so much persecution. But forgetting for a moment this consideration, your memorialists 





your honourable body, whether the arrangement recently 
de 





would farther suggest to 





made in the financial transactions of the congregation, would not altogether supe 
pusly de- 





the necessity of any offerings whatever? This is most seriously and stre 





sired by your memorialists, because they are prepared to show, by an act of your 





own body, that the practice of offering is not the result of any imperious necessity, 
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but merely intended as an idle and absurd indulgence. By the 11th Article of the 
Constitution of your honourable body, itis provided, that such offerings as are mad 


by any member of the congregation, shall, at the end of the year, be deducted out of 
the amount of his annual subscription, as well as that of his wife, if he be a married 
man. According to this part of the Constitution, a revenue is created independent of 
the offerings which are subsequently made and deducted out of the amount of subser iption 
at the end of the year. Your memorialists would, therefore, inquire, wherein exists the 
necessity, under this arrangement, of any offerings whateve How, and in what 
manner, the support of the congregation depends upon them? and, in a word, whether 
the above article is not a tacit admission by your Constitution, that so much of the 
offerings as may amount to the annual subscription of a member, was never intended 
as a means of supporting the congregation, inasmuch, as the whole amount is already 
anticipated long before a single offering is made! In fact many persons, when their 
amount of assessment is exhausted in offerings, are induced to go out and remain in 


the Synagogue yard, to prevent being compelled to offer against their will,—a practice 


irregular, indecorous, and highly to be censured,—because it sets an ill example to our 
children, and draws upon us the eyes of strangers 

Your memorialists are aware, it may be said, that some few subscribers offer more 
than the amount of their annual subse iption. But to this it may be answered, that it 
is certainly not difficult for the general body, in their wisdom and discretion, to devise 
some means equally profitable to the congregation, and at the same time, as well 
calculated to meet the views of the liberal, without resorting to a practice, which only 
interrupts the worship of God, and is productive of so little good, Your memorialists 
therefore respectfully suggest, that the addition in numbers to your body, which it is 
expected will shortly take place, will greatly aid in the funds, and serve as an addi- 
tional reason why the offerings should be abolished; but as a further inducement for 
their entire abolishment, your memorialists would respectfully recommend, the pro- 
priety and expediency of addressing to the understandings of the people, and more 
particularly the younger branches of the congregation, appropriate discourses, in the 
place and at the very time the offerings are usually made. 

According to the present mode of reading the Parasa, it affords to the hearer neither 
instruction nor entertainment, unless he be competent to read as well as comprehend 
the Hebrew language, But if, like all other ministers, our reader would make a chap- 
ter or verse the subject of an English discourse once a week, at the expiration of the 
year the people would, at all events, know something of that religion which at present 
they so little regard. 

It is also worthy of observation, that a number of Israelites, whom it should be the 
special care of your honourable body to bring back under your immediate protection 
and influence, are now wandering gradually from the true God, and daily losing those 
strong ties which bind every pious man to the faith of his fathers! In these indi 
viduals, your honourable body have fair subjects for the holy work of reformation; by 
moulding your present form of worship to suit their comprehensions, you will instantly 


receive them among you; they will collect together under your especial care and 


rdianship; they will aid in the pecuniary resources of your holy, institution; and 
if, from among she whole number now scattered about our city and state, either through 
irreligion, through disabilities imposed, or any other cause, you are enabled to make 
but one convert, it will add much to those laudable ends which it should be the prin- 
cipal desire of your honourable body to accomplish. It should also be remembered, 
that while other sects are extending the means of Divine Worship to the remotest 
quarters of the habitable globe—while they are making the most zealous efforts to 
bring together the scattered of their flock, offering the most flattering inducements to 


all denominations—we, who may be termed the mere remnant of a great vation, are 
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APPENDIX. 


fotally disregarding the fairest opportunities of increasing our own numbers, and at 
ntest prospects of enlarging our resource: 





the same time neglecting the brig , and 





effectually perpetuating our national character. 





Your memorialists trust, that they have been perfectly understood by the foregoing 
observations, that they entirely disclaim any idea of wishing to abolish such ceremo- 


nies as are considered land-marks to distinguish the Jew from the Gentile; they are 





Judaism 





wholly influenced by a warm zeal to preserve and perpetuate the principles 
in the 


Israelites enlightened on the subject of their holy religion, so as by understanding, 


utmost purity and vigour, and to see the present and the future generations of 





they may learn the nature of its Divine source, and appreciate its holy precepts ; 





that they would not wish to shake the firmness of any man’s faith, or take from his 
devotion towards it; that they will always fervently and zealously support it as the first 
and most ancient of religions. 

The alterations above submitted, being all your memorialists can in reason and 
moderation require, they would beg leave, in concluding, to bring to the notice of your 
honourable body, the reformation which has been recently adopted by our brethren 


in Holland, Germany and Prassia, The following is an extract from a German paper 





entitled the “ Frankfort Journal. 
“ The functions relative to Divine Service, such as the rite of taking the Law out 
be sold by auction in 






of the Ark, the promulgation of the Law, &c. shall no long 


the Synagogues. The Rabbis, and the Elders of the Synagogue, (the first in their 





discourses,) must endeavour to put an end to the custom of see-sawing during the 
prayers, and to that of repeating the prayers in too loud a voice; all profane tunes 


eremony of striking the impious Haman 





during Divine Service are prohibited. The 





at the festival of Purim, is most strictly prohibited, Children below the age of five 


antries, in which the 





years are not to be taken to the Synagogue. All unsuitable plea 
agogues on the eve of some festivals, or 
by 





young people sometimes indulge in the Sj 


the distribution of sweetmeats by the women to 





on the festivals themselves, as well a 





Some of the rel 





cach in the Synagogues, are strictly forbidden ous ceremonies 


man discourse [that being the vernacular] on a Hebrew 
shall be explained, and on the Sabbath 





must be accompanied by a G 





ing of these solemnitie 





text, in which the me 


after the reading of the pre- 





a discourse shall be held in German in every Synagogue 





scribed passage of the Law, and a chapter of the Prophets.” 
Thus, from the above extract, it appears, that no climes, nor even tyranny 


can for ever fetter or control the human mind; and that even amidst the intolerance 


self, 





citizens of America in the glorious 





+1 





8 the fre 





of Europe, our brethren h 





work of reformation: let us then hasten to the task with harmony and good fellow- 
ship. We wish not to overthrow, but to rebuild ; we wish not to destroy, but to reform 


ns of Moses, 





and revise the evils complained of ; we wish not to abandon the instituti 
but to understand and observe them; in fine, we wish to worship God, not as slaves of 
enlightened descendants of that’ chosen race, whose 





bigotry and priesteraft, but as th 
hout the land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 





blessings have been scattered throu; 
And your memorialists will ever pray. 


(Signed by forty-seven Israelites of the City of Charleston.) 








APPENDIX 


APPENDIX ₪. 


Extract from the Minutes of a Meeting of the Convention of Israelites, held on the 16th 
January, 1 


©THE Chairman informed the meeting, that in compliance with Resolutions 
passed at former meetings, the Committee appointed for the purpose had procured 
signatures and subscriptions [of money] to the Memorial, and had sent it to the body 
of Kaal Kadosh Beth Elohim, with the following letter 


* Charleston, 28d December, 1824. 
Moses, Esq 
The packet accompanying this, is a Memorial of a Convention of Israelites, 
to be laid before the Adjunta of K.K.B.E.* [therefore beg you to convene that body 
as early as practicable for that purpose 
Very respectfully, yours, 
(Signed) - AARON PHILLIPS, 


Chairman of Convention and Committee.” 
+ Direction, 


“TIsrart Moses, Esq. President of א .א‎ B, E. Charleston, 50. Ca,” 
‘The said Memorial was returned with the following letter 


 Aanow Pauzuips, Esq. Chairman of Convention, 

“ Sir—The Memorial forwarded by your authority to the Parnassim and Adjunta, 
was submitted by the former to the consideration of the Private Adjunta. On its being 
read and gone through by the Secretary, the Parnass President declared it his duty to 
pronounce the same contrary to Constitution; and therefore could permit no debate— 
the 14th Constitutional Law pointing out the mode of any alteration to be effected ;— 
that whenever complied therewith, it shall meet with due and proper attention, I am 
directed by the Parnass to communicate to you the foregoing, and to return the Me- 
morial ; and accordingly inclose the same without del: 


Tam, respectfully, &¢ 
H. M. HERTZ, Secretary 


“ Monday, Januury 10, 1825. 


* The Public Adjunta, consisting of twenty-five representatives of the body—not 
the Private Adjunta, who exercised the discretionary power of rejecting the Memorial 
without discussion 
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